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A SIGNS & SYMBOLS worksheet

Symbols in Storytelling

There is no written language for 
Australian Aboriginal people. Through 
the generations their important cultural 
stories have been expressed in ceremony 
by symbols, stories and dance.

Symbols are still used to communicate 
stories of cultural significance. We often 
see it now as a painting on canvas, but 
the deeper meanings are hidden from 
us. The stories are passed down through 
their family. They cannot paint a story 
that does not belong to them.

It is important to pass on the information 
to preserve the culture. The ceremonies 
are used to convey the knowledge of the 
land, events and beliefs of the Aboriginal 
people

We acknowledge the Wiradjuri 
people who are the traditional 
custodians of this land and we pay 
our respects to the elders both past 
and present of the Wiradjuri Nation.     

Create some new symbols, symbols we 
haven’t seen before. You could come up 
with something of your own meaning. It 
may concern an important issue, or be a 
personal flag or coat of arms.
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Traditional paintings were drawn on 
rock walls, ceremonial articles, as body 
paint or drawn in the sand. Combined 
with spoken stories or song, these were 
used to pass on important knowledge.

Here are some aboriginal symbols, use 
them to work out the messages. 

1. The          was shining as a            made a   

                     to the        .

Write this sentence in words here.

2. As the          travelled through the   

                he could see the          in the sky 

and he knew the           was coming.

Write this sentence in words here.

3. The group of people had to travel on a 
long journey over the mountains to get 
to the good camping area by the big 
waterhole.

Draw only the symbols from this sentence in 
a way that tells this story.

Create a short message here using 
symbols. Perhaps a story about how you 
travelled here to the Cultural Centre, 
who you came with and what you have 
seen?

Create a visually interesting composition 
with your chosen or created symbols and 
perhaps add some colour.

Some questions to help you with your story.

How did you travel here? 
What is the weather like?
Did you travel on your own or as part of a group?
Are you buying anything from the café?
What do you like the best here at the centre?

Clouds

Sun

Man

Rain

Smoke

Stars

Moon

Camping area

Group of people

Forest

River

Long journey

Big waterhole

Short Journey

Mountains


