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Late on the night of the 16th of August 1904 the 
Salter Brothers butchers shop on Talbragar Street 
was burgled, the cash register broken open and 
money stolen. The thieves, confident in their 
anonymity, taunted their victim with a note ‘hard 
luck ain’t it?’ Little did they realize that their luck 
was about to run out.

In fact, this was a fairly run of the mill crime with one 
exception; Inspector Moss of the Dubbo Police decided 
to use the ‘most modern method’ of criminal detection, 
fingerprinting. 

The history of fingerprinting spans many centuries and many 
continents. The Chinese used fingerprints to mark official 
documents over two thousand years ago. However, it was not 
until 1858 that this system became part of Western science. Dr 
Henry Faulds, a doctor working in Tokyo at the time, noticed 
that fingerprints appeared to be unique to the individual and 
more importantly did not change over time. This led him to 
observe that, among other things, a fingerprint could be used 
to identify criminals.

Scotland Yard established its first Fingerprint Bureau in 1901, 
and the New South Wales Police Force followed this example in 
1903. Fingerprinting was so new to Australia that in 1904 New 
South Wales was the only State to have a functioning Fingerprint 
Bureau and the first conviction in Australia based on fingerprint 
evidence had occurred in Sydney only in February of that year. 

When the Dubbo Police noticed a fingerprint on the side of the 
cash register during their examination of Salter’s butcher shop 
they immediately seized this new clue. A section of the register 
was sent to the Fingerprint Bureau in Sydney and examined.  
They found a perfect match to a suspect. Faced with seemingly 
incontestable scientific proof, John McKeown admitted his guilt 
and implicated his partner-in-crime Robert Harvey.  In October 
1904 at the Dubbo Circuit Court the two men were found 
guilty and each was sentenced to several years’ imprisonment.

Thus Dubbo obtained one of the earliest successful convictions, 
not only in the region but across Australia, based on fingerprint 
evidence. The fight against crime would be forever changed, as 
the Dubbo Liberal noted, ‘The criminal who begins operations 
in Dubbo has to give deep consideration to his modus operandi 
before he opens business, or else he is very likely to terminate 
his career abruptly’.

1.  Talbragar Street, the location of Salter Brothers butchers shop, c. 1900. Image 
courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.

2.  Dubbo police officers, 1912. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
3. Cover page of Dr Faulds’ 1905 fingerprinting guide.
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THE THIEVES, CONFIDENT 
IN THEIR ANONYMITY, 
TAUNTED THEIR VICTIM 
WITH A NOTE ‘HARD LUCK 
AIN’T IT?’
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1.  Souvenir card given to police officers involved in the investigation of Albert 
Andrew Moss. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.

2.  Andrew Albert Moss. Image courtesy of the Justice and Police Museum.
3.  Dubbo Court House, c. 1890. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
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The arrest and trial of brutal murderer ‘Mad Mossy’ 
is the most sensational criminal case in Dubbo’s 
history. From December 1938 to February 1939 
Albert Andrew Moss viciously killed three men 
between Narromine and Dubbo. 

During the depression years of the 1930s, it was not uncommon 
for swagmen to travel through the countryside in search of 
work.  Our modern image of a swagman is of a poor desperate 
man travelling the countryside alone in a hopeless search for 
work, a victim no one would miss. In actual fact many swagmen 
lived comfortably for the period, travelling regularly through 
the same small communities to pick up regular work; they were 
often well-known and well-liked. 

Thus when George Carpenter realised that his friend Thomas 
Robinson was missing, he immediately alerted the local police in 
Narromine, so beginning a most unusual investigation. Suspicion 
turned swiftly to another swaggy, Albert Andrew Moss, who 
was seen in possession of Robinson’s horse and sulky. Moss was 
arrested for the possession of stolen goods and his property 
seized. It was soon discovered that he had property belonging to 
several different men and the police set out to trace who these 
men were.   

With painstaking thoroughness the police identified William 
Bartley, Timothy O’Shea and Thomas Robinson as the owners of 
the goods in Moss’s possession. Each man was last seen camped 
near Moss around Narromine; each had vanished without a 
trace.  

Moss, it was soon discovered, had a history of institutionalisation 
and when questioned by Police acted in a most bizarre manner, 
eating grass and seeing things that were not there. Yet he never 
once revealed how the murders occurred or the whereabouts of 
the bodies. 

Despite the fact that it was not certain the men were actually 
dead – no bodies were ever found –Moss was charged with 
three counts of murder and committed to stand trial at the 
Dubbo Supreme Court. In court his sensational behaviour 
continued. Refusing legal representation, he alternately 
ranted and tore his clothes off, or sat sullenly silent through 
proceedings.  The judge was not convinced by his act and he 
was tried as a sane defendant. 

Moss was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death, 
however his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. From 
prison he would claim to have killed another 10 men, giving him 
a total of 13 victims, the ‘baker’s dozen’ as he called it. Whether 
he did or not will never be known, but he appeared capable of 
anything. 

CJ1



 
EACH MAN WAS 
LAST SEEN CAMPED 
NEAR MOSS AROUND 
NARROMINE; EACH HAD 
VANISHED WITHOUT A 
TRACE. 
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1.  The capture and death John Gilbert, Dunn’s bushranger campanion. Image 
courtesy of the State Library of Victoria.

2.  John Dunn, the last outlaw. Image courtesy of the State Library of Victoria.
3.  Sir Alfred Stephen, sentenced Dunn to hang in 1866. Image courtesy of the 

Mitchel Library, State Library of New South Wales.
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In the early hours of a warm January night in 1866, 
the thin figure of a young man fell out of a Dubbo 
Police station window. He lay for a few minutes 
unable to move. Finally, he struggled to his feet 
and limped away into the darkness of the Dubbo 
village. 

This was the desperate act of John Dunn, the last surviving 
member of Bushranger Ben Hall’s gang. Severely wounded in a 
shoot-out with police when he was captured two weeks earlier, 
Dunn had been left to die in the police barracks, his guards 
asleep in the next room.  

John Dunn was just 17 when he joined the Hall gang in 1864. 
Young and impetuous, John had absconded while on bail for 
robbery and was on the run. Having worked as a jockey and 
groom, he was an excellent horseman, perfect for the needs of 
Hall whose men often rode stolen race horses. 

John Dunn quickly became an integral part of the three man 
gang. Riding with Ben Hall and his long-time companion John 
Gilbert, he took part in numerous robberies and armed hold ups. 
While Hall was sometimes known as the ‘gentleman’ bushranger 
for his courteous manner, bushranging was a dangerous 
business. In January 1865 Dunn shot and killed Constable Nelson 
at Collector during a hold-up, sealing his fate as a wanted man. 

By May 1865 the gang was in trouble. Hall and Gilbert had 
been killed and Dunn was proclaimed an ‘outlaw’. Anyone 
identifying him had the legal right to apprehend him, dead or 
alive; Dunn was the youngest person to receive this sentence in 
Australia. Finally captured in December 1865 he was temporarily 
imprisoned in Dubbo Gaol. Due to the extreme heat of the 
season and wounds he had received during his capture, he was 
kept in the Police Barracks, not the cells themselves. Despite his 
injuries, on the 14th of January 1866 Dunn escaped through an 
unlocked window. 

Unfortunately for Dunn his freedom was not to last. Sick and 
alone he was found lying beneath a log about a mile from 
Dubbo. During the night he realised he could go no further and 
had tried to return to the Gaol without being noticed. Less than 
a day after his daring escape he was returned to Dubbo Gaol to 
await his trial. In February John Dunn was found guilty of the 
murder of Constable Nelson and sentenced to death. He was 
only 19 years old when he took his last steps to the gallows at 
Darlinghurst Gaol on the 19th of March 1866.



 
IN THE EARLY HOURS OF 
A WARM JANUARY NIGHT 
IN 1866, THE THIN FIGURE 
OF A YOUNG MAN FELL 
OUT OF A DUBBO POLICE 
STATION WINDOW. HE 
LAY FOR A FEW MINUTES 
UNABLE TO MOVE.
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1. Ruby Green c. 1932. Image courtesy of the Justice and Police Museum.
2.  Portrait of Sergeant Tracker Alec Riley c. 1941. Image courtesy of Macquarie 

Regional Library.
3.  Ruby Green inquest file. Image courtesy of the State Records of NSW. 
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Ruby Green, a young domestic servant in Dubbo, 
left work on the evening of the 27th of August 
1936 and vanished. Her disappearance was 
reported to police and a search was immediately 
organised. When no trace was found, a State-wide 
search was instigated, headed by detectives from 
Sydney. As the days slipped by, the search was 
extended to drains, newly dug graves and the river.  

The police, it seems, suspected foul play. Renowned 
Dubbo Tracker, Alec Riley, was brought in to help search 
the river banks. It was Riley who, after Ruby Green had 
been missing for eight long days, found her body in the 
Macquarie River five miles downstream of Dubbo.

A post mortem examination showed that she had not died from 
drowning, but rather as a result of an ‘illegal operation’. This 
was the common term used at the time to describe an abortion. 
Police suspected that her body had been thrown in the river to 
hide the cause, and place, of her death.  

On the 28th of September Mrs Inez Evelyn Clark was arrested 
at her home in Dubbo and charged with the murder of Ruby 
Green. Although never stated outright it seems that Mrs Clark 
was known in Dubbo as someone who had experience in 
performing ‘illegal operations’. Evidence also showed that Ruby 
had visited Mrs Clark prior to her death, presumably to undergo 
such an operation. Nevertheless when the trial of Mrs Inez 
Evelyn Clark began on the 15th of October, the presiding Justice 
directed the jury to acquit, stating that the evidence against her 
was ‘entirely circumstantial’. Mrs Clark then launched a furious 
response against the police who had so smeared her name. It is 
not certain anyone in the community believed her.

At the time of Ruby Green’s death, the word ‘abortion’ was 
not one spoken in polite society. However, being an ‘unwed 
mother’ was equally abhorrent - a single women who found 
herself pregnant had very few safe choices. In a society where 
women were held to a rigid moral standard, contravening those 
standards could lead to social ruin, forcing young women into 
drastic and dangerous situations, in Ruby Green’s case costing 
her life.



 
MRS CLARK THEN 
LAUNCHED A FURIOUS 
RESPONSE AGAINST THE 
POLICE WHO HAD SO 
SMEARED HER NAME. IT 
IS NOT CERTAIN ANYONE 
IN THE COMMUNITY 
BELIEVED HER.
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1. Kate Leigh, 1964. Image courtesy of Fairfax Press.
2.  Kemwah building (now the Milestone Hotel), 1988. Image courtesy of 

Macquarie Regional Library.
3.   Criminal charge sheet: Kate Leigh. Image courtesy of the State Records of 

NSW.
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Kate Leigh is probably Dubbo’s most notorious 
daughter. Born Kathleen Mary Josephine Beahan 
in Dubbo in 1881, she was the eighth child of 
impoverished bootmaker Timothy Beahan and 
his wife Charlotte. Kate spent much of her early 
childhood in Dubbo, and her first arrest occurred 
here, when at 15 she was charged with vagrancy 
and sent to Parramatta Industrial School.

This was the first arrest in a career in which Kate would be 
convicted 107 times and serve 13 separate gaol sentences: along 
the way she would become one of Sydney’s most flamboyant 
and wealthy criminals. In an era when being a homemaker was 
the only socially acceptable role available to a married woman, 
Kate broke all the moulds.

With 6 o’clock closing times instituted in pubs across Australia in 
1916, opportunity abounded for the right entrepreneur and Kate 
was quick to capitalise on a population willing to ignore the law. 
For 35 years Kate was the undisputed queen of Sydney’s sly grog 
trade, operating more than 20 illegal grog shops across Sydney, 
while also dabbling in illegal gambling, cocaine and fencing 
stolen goods.   

Legends are often based on a grain of truth in a world of 
possibility, and Flash Kate’s Casino in Dubbo is one such 
example. On the 3rd of June 1933 Kate was convicted of 
receiving stolen goods. She was forced to choose between 
being banished from Sydney for five years or serve a term in 
gaol.  Kate declared that she would go home to Dubbo and 
according to local legend she did indeed return. While in Duubo 
she established an illegal casino and sly-grog shop in what is 
now the Milestone Hotel. Unfortunately she was back in court 
by the 1st of August that same year, arrested for breaking her 
bail conditions in Sydney. When asked by the judge why she 
had returned to Sydney despite the danger, she is said to have 
replied, ‘Better dead than alive in Dubbo.’

While it is possible that Kate returned to Dubbo and set up an 
illegal casino, it seems unlikely that she did so in less than two 
months, especially as the Milestone was then operating as the 
Bushmen’s Home, a boarding house for elderly men. It is more 
likely that she remained in Sydney the entire time until her arrest, 
as there is no mention of her or the casino in the local papers. 
But as with all good legends, the story is better than the truth.
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WHEN ASKED BY THE 
JUDGE WHY SHE HAD 
RETURNED TO SYDNEY 
DESPITE THE DANGER, 
SHE IS SAID TO HAVE 
REPLIED, ‘BETTER DEAD 
THAN ALIVE IN DUBBO.’



 DUBBO’S LOST 
DAUGHTER

HERITAGE TRAIL

CRIME & JUSTICE CJ6

1. A young Jean Lee shortly after leaving Dubbo. Image courtesy of Newspix. 
2.  Jean Lee being led into court, 1949. Image courtesy of Newspix.
3. Mug shots of Jean after her arrest. 1949.
4.  Robert Clayton, convicted and executed for the same crime, 1949. Image 

courtesy of Newspix. 
5.  Norman Andrews, convicted and executed for the same crime, 1949. Image 

courtesy of Newspix. 
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Jean Lee was a beautiful, bright woman from a 
loving and respectable family who, after being 
convicted of a vicious murder, was the last woman 
to be hanged in Australia. 

At the time of her execution capital punishment had been part 
of Australian Criminal Law for 163 years, with the first hangings 
occurring with the founding of British settlement in 1788. Yet 
by the mid-20th Century, many were questioning the value and 
moral rightness of capital punishment. In fact it had been more 
than 50 years since a woman had been executed in Victoria. So 
how did this beautiful, vivacious woman end up facing the death 
penalty? 

Jean Lee was born Marjorie Jean Maude Wright on the 10th 
of December 1919, at a private hospital in Dubbo. Jean spent 
her first happy years here. Even in her earliest years Jean had a 
rebellious streak that stood out; although a bright student she 
could also be a tom-boy. In 1927 when Jean was aged seven, 
her family moved to Sydney. She continued to get good grades 
but Jean left school at 13 to work in a series of minor jobs. At 
18 she met and married Raymond Thomas Brees. They shared a 
passion for dancing, late nights and drinking. The marriage did 
not last and Jean was soon on her own with a young daughter 
to care for. Unable to hold down a steady job, she was slowly 
drawn into a life of drinking, petty crime and prostitution.  

In 1946 she met con artist Robert Clayton with whom she 
developed a strong relationship. In 1949 they travelled to 
Melbourne for the Spring Racing Carnival, meeting an associate 
of Clayton’s, Norman Andrews, while there. By early November 
they were down on their luck and desperate to find a mark. At 
the University Hotel the group befriended 73 year old William 
‘Pop’ Kent. Believing he had a stash of money they accompanied 
him back to his home, tied him up and tortured him to find out 
where he had hidden it. At some point during the attack the 
elderly Kent died. The three fled taking only the money they 
were able to find in Kent’s pockets. Witnesses had seen them 
arrive and leave the hotel and so Lee, Clayton and Andrews were 
arrested at their hotel in the early hours of the morning. 

After a lengthy trial and appeal, all three were sentenced to 
death. Despite many calls for clemency, both for her gender 
and the fact that not every murderer was executed (especially 
those where the murder may have been unintentional), the State 
Government were determined to carry out the sentence. 

Aged only 31 years, Jean Lee was carried semi-conscious to the 
gallows at Melbourne’s Pentridge Gaol and hanged at 8am on 
the 21st of February 1951.
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SO HOW DID THIS 
BEAUTIFUL, VIVACIOUS 
WOMAN END UP FACING 
THE DEATH PENALTY?
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1,2 & 3. Images courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
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The Old Dubbo Gaol is one of the most well-
recognised places in Dubbo. Few however would 
realise the significance of this institution to the 
history of Dubbo. 

Dubbo’s first courthouse and lockup were built in 1847. 
Although they were only simple one room slab huts, they 
were the first official buildings in what would become the City 
of Dubbo. Built before the village of Dubbo had even been 
surveyed, these early buildings were at least partially responsible 
for the positioning of Dubbo in its present location. 

As Dubbo grew from little more than a stock route to a thriving 
village, the mechanisms of law and order followed suit. In 1859 
the Dubbo Lockup was proclaimed a Gaol, and between 1862 
and 1863 a new lockup and courthouse were built. These too 
soon proved inadequate and in 1877 construction began on the 
current Gaol.  

The current Gaol operated continuously from 1877 through to 
1966, when it was finally closed. In that time hundreds of men 
and women would be held between its walls for crimes both 
great and small. Eight men would be executed at the Gaol. 
Some of the more well-known individuals held at Dubbo Gaol 
include the notorious murderer Albert Andrew Moss, bushranger 
John Dunn, and a young Kate Leigh, who recorded her first 
arrest here in Dubbo. Those who were desperate enough tried to 
escape and although a few were successful, most were not.

When the Gaol closed in 1966, it was at first decided that it 
would be demolished to make way for a modern multi-storey 
office for the State Government. Fortunately for us, the local 
residents of Dubbo protested this decision. In response to this 
pressure, management of the Gaol was given to Dubbo City 
Council, and in 1974 after much hard work restoring the Old 
Dubbo Goal, it was opened as a tourist attraction. 

Today you can visit the Old Dubbo Gaol and experience the 
history of a 19th Century gaol first hand. Discover what life was 
like for the prisoners, explore the grounds, and investigate the 
stories of those condemned to death here in Dubbo.
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THOSE WHO WERE 
DESPERATE ENOUGH 
TRIED TO ESCAPE AND 
ALTHOUGH A FEW WERE 
SUCCESSFUL, MOST 
WERE NOT.



 THE TRADITIONAL 
AUSSIE HOTEL

HERITAGE TRAIL

SOCIETY & CULTURE SC1

Australians have long enjoyed a drink and so one 
of the first buildings in any pioneer town was the 
local hotel. Dubbo was no exception with its first 
hotel, The Macquarie Inn, licensed in 1849. At that 
time, the fledgling village consisted of only four 
buildings; a police lockup, courthouse, store and 
the hotel.

Long before the first church or school was built, 
the local hotel was doing a roaring trade. By 1880 
Dubbo had 29 hotels and three breweries.

In many ways the local hotel was the heart of the town, acting 
as the community centre or town hall. One of the grandest in 
Dubbo was the Macquarie View Hotel. Located prominently 
on the corner of Macquarie and Talbragar streets, it served a 
variety of different functions, including hosting meetings of 
local clubs, providing accommodation for travellers, and on one 
occasion the venue for a death inquest. 

The Macquarie View Hotel served the ‘best brands of liquor’ 
and in 1911 was one of the first hotels in Dubbo to offer ‘beer 
drawn through ice.’ However, life was not yet without its 
adversity; the Macquarie View Hotel survived fires in 1883 and 
1916 and had its ground floor completely submerged in the 
1955 flood. It was also the scene of one of the worst accidents 
in Dubbo’s history.

On the afternoon of the 8th of April 1936, over 100 people 
had crowded onto the balcony of the hotel to participate in 
a furniture auction. Suddenly the old balcony gave way and 
‘the screams of men, women and children were heart-rending 
as they crashed to the footpath.’ Falling 18 feet (almost six 
metres) many were trapped in the rubble. With only one 
ambulance in town, the local community came to the rescue 
pulling victims from the ruins. Over 30 people were seriously 
injured, with Mrs Florence Lillian Meeth dying from her injuries. 

The Macquarie View Hotel survived floods, fires and disasters 
yet, like so many other local hotels, it could not survive 
the pressures of time, progress and development. It was 
demolished in 1964 and today exists only in memory.

1.  Macquarie View Hotel looking east along Talbragar Street, c. 1937. Image 
courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.

2.  Macquarie View Hotel, located on the corner of Macquarie and Talbragar 
Streets, 1916. Image Courtesy of Macquarie View Hotel.

3.  The Macquarie View Hotel, 1916. Image Courtesy of Macquarie Regional 
Library.
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SUDDENLY THE OLD 
BALCONY GAVE WAY AND 
‘THE SCREAMS OF MEN, 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
WERE HEART RENDERING 
AS THEY CRASHED TO THE 
FOOTPATH.’
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Dubbo had flooded many times in the past but 
nothing on the scale of what was to occur on the 
night of the 25th of February 1955. In catchment 
areas to the north of Dubbo, 250 mm of torrential 
rain fell in a 24 hour period, resulting in the rapid 
rise of both the Talbragar and Macquarie rivers. 

The fast flowing flooded waters of the Talbragar 
created a dam like effect on the Macquarie River 
where the two systems met just north of Dubbo, 
forcing the swollen Macquarie River to push out 
onto the surrounding land. While Dubbo slept, the 
waters of the Macquarie River began to creep into 
town.

In the early hours of the morning families were woken by the 
strange sound of water bubbling up through toilets. When they 
emerged from their beds it was to find water seeping under 
doors and creeping across roads and gardens. Many were 
forced to escape from their homes leaving all behind. Hearing 
that Macquarie and Talbragar streets were flooding, business 
owners raced down only to find their shops inundated with 
water. 

As morning dawned residents could finally see the devastation; 
large parts of the town were under water and around 4,000 
residents were now homeless. The Macquarie River peaked 
at approximately 12.67 metres, the highest flood Dubbo has 
ever experienced. Locals took to boats and canoes to explore 
their new surroundings and at least one waterlogged hotel 
continued to serve beer.

Help arrived swiftly and the Dubbo aerodrome became the base 
for flood relief in the region. RAAF Dakota aircraft dropped 
supplies such as food, medicine and sandbags across the region 
in packages jokingly named ‘storepedoes’.

Vast areas of New South Wales were flooded during that 
February storm; 25 people lost their lives and the flooding 
resulted in millions of pounds’ worth of damage. The tragedy 
of the 1955 floods led  the NSW Government to establish a 
volunteer group able to assist in emergency situations. Today 
this organisation is known as the State Emergency Service (SES).  

1.  Macquarie View Hotel, corner Macquarie and Talbragar streets, 1955. Image 
courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.

2.  Talbragar Street looking west, 1955. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional 
Library.

3.  Paull’s Service Station, corner Talbragar and Macquarie streets, 1955. Image 
courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.

4.  View of buildings looking south along Macquarie Street from the railway 
bridge, 1955. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
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WHEN THEY EMERGED 
FROM THEIR BEDS IT 
WAS TO FIND WATER 
SEEPING UNDER 
DOORS AND CREEPING 
ACROSS ROADS AND 
GARDENS.
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‘What endless trouble, heart burnings, expense 
and worry a man may start who once allows a bad 
woman to sway his will....’ So begins a sensational 
article recounting the dubious story of Dubbo Base 
Hospital’s greatest benefactor, Josiah Goode. Few 
today would remember the story of the Alderman, 
his mistress and greedy ex-wife but in the 1880s it 
was quite the town scandal. 

In 1877 Josiah Goode was a man of comfortable 
circumstances, a town alderman and a leading member of 
the local temperance lodge (a group dedicated to clean and 
sober living). In January 1878 an acting troupe visited Dubbo 
and Josiah met the actress Madam Rowland (her real name 
was Evelyn Rebecca Bridges). A month later and in spite of his 
former ‘clean living’, Goode left his wife, Mary Anne Goode, 
and took off with his new mistress, eventually settling with her 
in Melbourne. 

By November 1879 Goode had a new will drawn up which 
stipulated that both his ex-wife and mistress were to receive 
the sum of £100 per year until their deaths. Furthermore his ex-
wife could continue to live in the family home in Dubbo until 
her death, after which all properties were to be sold and the 
profits donated to the then Dubbo Base Hospital.  

On the 16th of December 1880 Josiah Goode died of illness. 
It seems that his mistress was content with her end of the 
bargain but his ex-wife was not so satisfied.  This is probably 
not surprising as in Josiah Goode’s previous will she had been 
the main beneficiary. Ten years after his death, and now 
remarried, Mary Ann McLean undertook a bitter court battle, 
claiming that the will was unlawful. Josiah, she argued, was 
under the evil influence of Evelyn Rebecca Bridges who enticed 
him to drink and live in sin. Unfortunately for Mary, her case 
was eventually thrown out. 

With the death of Mary Ann McLean in 1908 the issue of 
Goode’s will again became a topic of conversation. Instead of 
selling the remaining properties, which included the Exchange 
Hotel and three shops on Macquarie Street, the Hospital 
Committee decided to lease the properties.  Thus Dubbo Base 
Hospital became the only hospital in Australia to own a ‘pub’. 
The Hotel and shops were finally sold in 1968 to help fund a 
large addition to the Hospital in 1972. Though these earlier 
scandalous events have faded from memory, Dubbo Hospital 
remains forever indebted to its rather unfortunate benefactor. 

1.  Dubbo District Hospital, c. 1870. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional 
Library.

2.  Exchange Hotel, c. 1910. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
3.  Record of Judge’s Notes in the appeal of the conditions of Josiah Goode’s 

Will. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library. 
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‘WHAT ENDLESS 
TROUBLE, HEART 
BURNINGS, EXPENSE 
AND WORRY A MAN 
MAY START WHO ONCE 
ALLOWS A BAD WOMAN 
TO SWAY HIS WILL....’
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The first experimental moving pictures were 
developed in 1894 and by the early 1900s, ‘films’ 
were being produced all over the world with 
audiences flocking to see them. By 1907 film 
companies were regularly travelling to Dubbo 
and many other regional towns to show ‘moving 
pictures’ in local halls. 

These early film makers rapidly lead to the development of a 
thriving film industry. By the 1920s Dubbo had at least three 
permanent hard top picture theatres as well as several open air 
theatres that would operate during the warm summer months. 
There were so many seats it was possible in summer for every 
resident in Dubbo to go a theatre at the same time! Pictures 
were shown six times a week, and often twice on Saturdays.  

This was the era of the ‘silent film’ yet the experience was 
anything but silent. Silent films were usually accompanied by 
live orchestral music and, unlike today, audiences would talk 
and respond to the action on screen. It was also common for 
more traditional theatre performances to make up part of the 
evening’s entertainment. 

The first purpose-built picture theatre in Dubbo, the Monarch 
Empire Theatre, opened to much fanfare on the 4th of July 
1928. With its granite floors, cream and pink walls and ornate 
ceiling, it was an object of wonder. However, even as this 
temple to the silent movie was opening, the first ‘talkies’ were 
revolutionising cinema. 

Just two years later, the first ‘talkie’ film was screened in 
Dubbo. Again, the Monarch Empire Theatre led the way 
installing the first ‘talking machine’ in Dubbo and showing its 
first talkie film on the 20th of April 1930, forever changing 
the cinema experience. A year later the Royal ‘talkie’ Theatre 
opened on Wingewarra Street and in 1935 the Roxy Theatre 
opened in the Old Protestant Hall in Church Street.

These grand old theatres are gone now, lost but not forgotten, 
as even today the cinema has the power to transport us.

‘The rose colours of romance, the heady intoxication of passion, 
the sweep of broad comedy, and sentiment have allied...to 
dissolve the stark realities and bitter disappointments common 
to all. And the people see in the phantoms on the screen 
something near to the secret aspirations of their hearts....’ 
(Daily Liberal, 6 July 1928)

1.  Monarch Empire Theatre, Darling Street, 1930. Image courtesy of Macquarie 
Regional Library. 

2.  Monarch Theatre Playbill, advertising a ‘talkie’ picture c.1930. Image courtesy 
of Macquarie Regional Library.

3.  Open air picture theatre, Darling Street, c. 1928. Image courtesy of 
Macquarie Regional Library.
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AND THE PEOPLE SEE IN 
THE PHANTOMS ON THE 
SCREEN SOMETHING 
NEAR TO THE SECRET 
ASPIRATIONS OF THEIR 
HEARTS.
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No single event in Dubbo’s history changed life as 
significantly as did the coming of the railway. Long 
before the development of road and air transport, 
railways provided quick and safe transport across 
the vast distances of Australia. 

The first experimental steam locomotive was built in 1804, but 
it was not until 1830 that the first commercial railway line was 
opened in England.  In New South Wales, construction on the 
first railway line started in 1849 and from there the railways 
spread rapidly towards the heart of Australia. 

Even so, it was not until the early 1880s that the railway 
finally reached the small inland town of Dubbo. The town 
underwent substantial changes to accommodate the new 
railway line, with Talbragar Street extended to meet Gipps 
Street and the Wingewarra Swamp drained (today this is the 
site of Victoria Park, just across the intersection from you now). 
As Talbragar Street now extended over drained swamp land, 
it was gravelled, becoming the first stone-based blue metal 
road in Dubbo. Finally a lattice truss rail bridge was built over 
the Macquarie River as the railway extended further west. This 
bridge can be viewed from the Visitors Information Centre on 
Macquarie Street.

Roads had not been enough to overcome the tyranny of 
distance for inland towns. Road travel was slow and easily 
affected by wet weather; the size of loads that could be carried 
was very small. Only rail could offer ‘the world’ to the people of 
Dubbo.

On the 2nd of February 1881, when all the work was 
completed, the railway extension to Dubbo was finally officially 
opened. The Acting State Premier, Sir John Robertson, and 
his official party arrived on two special trains from Sydney. 
Thousands of people from all over the west turned out for 
the spectacle, overwhelming the organisers as they crammed 
together for a better view. It was an event not to be missed. 

The coming of the railway had an immediate effect on Dubbo. 
Thousands of tonnes of goods, headed to the remote west and 
north of the state, now passed through the town. The railway 
brought up-to-date news, previously unobtainable goods, and 
provided a reliable source of employment. Most importantly it 
offered a dependable and affordable means of travel for people 
of all social classes. The world and Dubbo were connected.

1.  The Railway Station Dubbo, tinted postcard 1908. Image courtesy of 
Macquarie Regional Library.

2.  Railway Bridge over the Macquarie River, Dubbo. Image courtesy of 
Macquarie Regional Library. 

3.  Sketch of the crowds at the opening of the Dubbo Railway Station, d.1881. 
Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
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ROADS HAD NOT BEEN 
ENOUGH TO OVERCOME 
THE TYRANNY OF 
DISTANCE FOR INLAND 
TOWNS.
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Fire was a continual hazard in the 19th Century. 
When all heating and lighting relied upon an open 
flame and many buildings were made of wood, 
conflagrations were a common occurrence. Dubbo 
was no exception. 

Its early buildings were predominately made of highly 
flammable cypress pine and the hot dry climate resulted in 
frequent fires around the town. It is not surprising then that 
one of the first public organisations formed in the township 
was a fire brigade. Established around 1875 the Dubbo Fire 
Brigade acquired its first fire engine in 1880, aptly named ‘The 
Rescue’. 

For reasons lost to us today the Dubbo Fire Brigade was 
abandoned sometime after 1880 and not reformed until 1897. 
‘The Rescue’ was sold in order to fund the purchase of the 
latest in firefighting equipment, a hose reel. 

It was fortunate that that ‘The Rescue’ was sold as the 
summers of 1899 and 1900 proved to be a very busy time. 
Eleven major fires occurred during this period, and on one day 
in December 1900, six separate fires broke out around town 
destroying a number of buildings including the Occidental 
Hotel, located on the corner of Talbragar and Darling streets. 
With so many opportunities for fires to take hold, it is perhaps 
surprising that Dubbo did not burn more frequently than it 
did, and makes the abandonment of the Fire Brigade just years 
before even more mysterious.

Fire fighting in the early 1900s was very different from today. 
Instead of using a fire truck, the firemen pulled the hose reel 
along using their bicycles. Sadly, when bells (rung by hand) 
alerted fire fighters that a fire had broken out, there was often 
little they could do. The permanent Fire Station was not built 
until 1920. Dubbo did not acquire its first motorised fire truck 
until 1923. This was sadly too late to save the Castlereagh 
Hotel, which burnt down in 1922. The Castlereagh itself was 
rebuilt and still stands today on the corner of Talbragar and 
Brisbane streets.
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1. Dubbo fire crew, d. 1908. Image courtesy Macquarie Regional Library.
2.  First Dubbo Volunteer Fire Brigade c. 1900. Image courtesy of Macquarie 

Regional Library.
3. Castlereagh Hotel Fire, d.1922. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
4. Dubbo Fire Station 1924. Image courtesy of Macquarie Regional Library.
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WITH SO MANY 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
FIRES TO TAKE HOLD, IT 
IS PERHAPS SURPRISING 
THAT DUBBO DID NOT 
BURN MORE FREQUENTLY 
THAN IT DID.


