
DENDROGLYPHS
CARVED COUNTRY 

A SIGNS & SYMBOLS worksheet

What are Symbols?

Symbols are invented and used to 
represent something else. They are a 
part of visual communication and a part 
of storytelling.

Symbols are all around us and we 
encounter then in our everyday lives.

Some symbols are universal, they 
are used all over the world. Some are 
particular with certain cultures or 
groups. 

We acknowledge the Wiradjuri 
people who are the traditional 
custodians of this land and we pay 
our respects to the elders both past 
and present of the Wiradjuri Nation.

What do these symbols represent? Put the 
words into the crossword above.
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Match the symbols with the words

      Money
     

     War
     

     Night 
     

     Cunning
     

     Wisdom
     

     Idea
     

     Peace

What do these symbols represent?

What are Symbols?

In the past, people did drawings on 
rocks and on cave walls to tell stories and 
record events. 

Drawings became symbols and the 
symbols developed into the alphabet. 
But symbols are still a powerful way to 
communicate.

The letter A started out as a symbol for 
an ‘ox’. The image (an ox head) came 
from Egyptian hieroglyphics, but the 
word is from the Semitic languages 
which translated as aleph. This symbol 
has changed over time until it became 
what we now know as an A.

Egyptian Hieroglyphic
c3200 BCE - 400CE

Proto-Sinaitic
c1850 - 1550 BCE

Phoenician
c1200 - 150 BCE

Archaic Greek
c750 - 480 BCE

Archaic Latin
c500 BCE

Draw some other symbols that you recognise

Some Aboriginal symbols and their meanings

Human tracks
Resting place

Honey ant site

Water

Possum

Coolamon

People sitting

Witchetty grub

Running water

Man

Yam plant

 A Roman
c1 CE

 A Modern Latin script
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